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Canaili's Confederation Railway Jiilsilee % 

"The Steel Unrolled Across the Prairies; the SdUtirk Sttttlers Found 
Themselves Once More in Touch With the Rest of the WovUl, iuid 'ro\vns '' 
Sprung- €p, PlioenLv-Like, Prom the Half-Oold Ashes of the t'!Uiii)-Fircs ; 
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FIFTY years ag'o, on May 2ncl, the 
first sod was cut for the Cana- 
dian Pacific Railway. Four and a 
half years later the last spike was 
driven by Donald A, Smith, after- 
wards Lord Strathcona, and on June 
28th, 1886, the first train from Mont- 
real to the Pacifie Coast left the 
Metropolis, arriving at Port Moody, 
ilve and a half days later. 

"It was a quiet and serioUuS group," 
says one who was present at the 
"last spike" ceremony. "They stood 
as though stunned by the enormous 
Kignificance of the event, and then 
Homeone gave a shout — perhaps it 
was the little water boy — and in a 
perfect frenzy cheering- broke out 
again and again. The event might 
rightly be termed "The Birth of a 
Nation." 

There is no need to give the actual 
building on the road more than pass- 
ing mention. Suffice to say that the 
great Ontario wilderness at the Great 
Lakes was beaten into submission for 
the building- of. the line along 
Superior's shore, at a per-mile coat 
rivalling the ,$500,000 expended on 
Certain of the Rocky Mountain 
reaches; the steel unrolled across the 
Prairies, the Selkirk settlers found 
themselves once more in touch with 
the rest of the world and tovima 
sprang up, phoenix-like, from the 


half-cold ashe.y of the camp-fli-es of 
the contractors, 

To-day, under the chairmanship 
and presidency of E. W. Beatty, K.C, 
the Canadian Pacific is the greatest 
transportation company in the world, 
with properties of two billion dollars 
value, and operating- over 21,000 
miles of line, of which more than 
16,Q00 are in Canada. 

Originally solely a railway, the 
corporation's interests to-day are 
widespread. It is the largest Cana- 
dian hotel company, with a chain of 
up-to-date hostelries from the Mari- 
tiraes to British Columbia, It is the 
second-largest raining company in 
the Dominion. It is a lake, river and 
coast steamship company. It is a 
telegraph company; a townsite and 
housing' company; an irrigation com- 
pany and it owns and operates ex- 
perimental farms. 

Its steamships are second to none 
on the Atlantic and Pacific, The 
"Empress of Japan," which entered 
the trans-Pacific service last sum- 
mer, has established herself as the 
fastest ship running between the 
Orient and the American continent. 

Next summer, the Atlantic will see 
the biggest and fastest ship plying 
between Empire ports in the new 
giant "Empress of Britain." 



IN THE MIRROR OF 1950 


A picturesque "snap" from £1-Kantara, North Africa, a land of 
perpetual simshliie and resort of niiiny toiirist.s 


Strongeic Religious InfoUnations ar 

Decades 

WEiAT shall we be like in 1950? 
Twenty definite prophecies 
have been made by the National 
Education Association of the United 
States, from which we cull the fol- 
io-wing. 

Prom the material standpoint, 
these probable achievements are 
listed : 

A system of health and safety that 
will practically wipe out preventable 
accidents and contagious diseases. 

A system of housing that will pro- 
vide for the masses homes sur- 
rounded by beauty, privacy, quiet, 
aim, fresh air, and play space. 

Universal air transportation at low 
coat. 

A system of paved, taeautitul high- 
ways will connect every part of the 
nation. 

The further development of school 
buildings and playfields until they 
will exceed in nobility the architec- 
tural achievements of any other age. 

The organization of mdustry, busi- 
ness and agriculture, so as to 


e Predicted for People of Two 
Hence 

minimize uncertainty and depression. 

The shorter woi'king- week and 
day, so extended that there will be 
work foi' all. 

On the social side the probable 
achievements are summed up thus: 

Hospitalization and medical care 
will be available for all who need 
them. 

There will be a quickened appre- 
ciation of the home as a centre of 
personal growth and happiness. 

Educational service, free or at 
small cost, will be available from the 
earliest years of childhood through- 
out life. 

The free public library will grow 
in importance, leading the way to- 
ward higher standards of maintain- 
ed intelligence. 

The religious awak-ening will grow 
in strength until most of our citi- 
zens will appreciate the importance 
of reUgion in the well-ordered dally 
life. 


WHY IS SEA WATER BLUE? 

Two German chemists, on a trip to 
the Canary Islands, have been 
discussing the reason why aea water 
is blue. Haber, who developed syn- 
thetic ammonia, upon which Germany 
based its war plans, preferred the 
physical explanation that the color is 
evident because of the gi'cat depth 
of the water, Willstatter contended 
that the blue, which is visibJe even in 
such a thin layer an in the bathtub, 
is due to complex copper compounds 
of the nature of cupri-amino salts. In 
short, the color is due to copper, de- 
clares this authority, 


"It is hard to realise the state of 
the industrial depression in the north, 
where young men, some of 25, are 
growing up without knowing what a 
day's work is like." — Dr. Poxley Nor- 
ris, Dean of Westminster Abbey. 


More copies or part-copies of the 
Bible were issued last year than ever 
before in a similar period. 


ARGENTINA STILL GROWS 
I T IS a remarkable fact that while 
A migration to Australia, New 
Zealand, and South Africa almost 
ceased during the depression of 1930 
the number of immigrants in the re- 
public of Argentina fell only slightly. 

In the fir,gt ten months of 1930 
Argentina gained 89,000 immigrants 
as compared with 99,000 in the same 
period of 1929. 

The rapid growth of Argentina 
J-oiitinuea, and it is wonderful to 
'■"ink that before many years have 
Pasfied this line, country will have as 
niany peopje as Spain, or as many as 
■Eigland had in the middle of the 
nitieteenth century. ■ 


Wresting the Secrets of the Lob Desert 

A Century Before Julius Caesar Heard of Great Britain a Vast 
Silk Trade was in Vogue in China-Turkestan 


AN EXPEDITION is now at work 
in the Lob Desert (China 
Turkestan), wresthig the secrets of 
the ages from its inhospitable fast- 
nesses. , , 

The desert is an old sea-bed covered 
with salt deposits (says "The Chil- 
dren's Newspaper"), but it was once 
in the path of the great trade in silk 
that had developed between East and 
West more than a century before 
Julius Caesar heard of Britain, where 
the people did not dream of anything 
so attractive for clothing or furnish- 
ing as the silks of far-away China. 


To-day the Chinese pedlars come an- 
nually to India with the big packs of 
.qilks. 

Some of them come by the land 
routes tiirough Tibet, mo.st of them 
in these days come more comfort- 
ably by steamer to Calcutta, and 
when their supplies are exhausted 
they go back for more. Before the 
days of Alexander they came with 
their silks, too, and the silks found 
their way as far West as Greece 
and Rome. 

The Western powers were interest- 
ed in the lovely fabrics, which they 


HER 79*!^ GO¥EENMEI\T 

Good Ship "Peace and Good- 
will" Still Weathers Storm 

THE 78th Government of France 
came timibling- down the other 
week (says "Children's Newnpaper" ) , 
Who shall be king of the castle ? The 
79th Government is now in power. 
For how long? 

In " the sixty-one yeav a of the 
French Republic there have been 
seventy-eight Governments, 

In the midst of tliewe ever- 
recurring political storms iliere is one 
ahip on the water wmch tseeina able 
to weather all the storms anti to 
continue on its cour-se. Tlit name 
of the ahip is Peace and Goodwill, 
and it has a great pilot cm board. His 
name -is Aristide Briand. 

All eyes are on this jnan, and when 
he shows sigms of anxiety Europe 
asks of what he is afraid-? He has 
no immediate fear of wii.r, but !iq is 
wondering wlietlier the (iconomic 
troubles of Europe are not driving 
more than one country into the hands 
of Bolshevism. 

It was M. Briand who !-;ai(' at the 
last assembly of the League : 

Wtuitever (malietiefi we rauii fael I 
can antmre yon th/it, .s-o long as I am, 
where I am., there will l>e no war. I 
cannot allow the human race to sufjir 
again a.v if 7w,s' fiuffered in our II fn- 
time. 


could not i^roduce in their own ctmn- 
trics, and they tried hard to fin*;! the 
secret of tJieir manufacture, but i'oj' 
a long time it was very carcifuUy 
guarded. Finally, the eggs of tlu; 
.silk moth were hidden in a hollow 
stick and taken in secret to the Ktu- 
peror Justinian, In Constantinople, 
by some Persiap monks who had 
managed to penetrate into China aad 
had learned thei secret. 
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